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Main different people and organizations have authored this 

manual. It has been collected, luicl-out and printed as a public 

service or the IJW Greens InfoShop and the Progressive Student 

Network (I'SN). The layout and design of this manual was done by 

union labor. Industrial Workers of the World #620. 



For more information ( all: #608-262-9036 



The money to print this publication comes from the students of the 



Wisconsin. Around $60.00 of your tuition goes to support all stu- 
dent groups during the entire year. The entire printing of this 
manual cost a fraction of a cent of your tuition. Student services 
ire here to provide great resources to the students of the IJW. These 
groups are a great contribution to the forum of education that the 

University provides. 



1 Support the full funding of student organizations! j 





s a UW student or worker the Infoshop is her 
Since 1988 we have been bringing the UW community 
cutting edge information on world issues, progressive 
causes,and community action. We can provide you with 
information for your papers and presentations, organiza- 
tion information, meeting space, and more. 
The UW Greens Infoshop has a wide variety of resources 
for you to use including books, magazines, videos, and tons 
of files covering a wide variety of topics. 
Hours: Monday, Thursday 10:00-7:00 
Tuesday, Wednesday 10:00 - 6:00 
Friday 10:00 - 4:00 
Monday Night is Wimmin's Night! The Infoshop is a 
wimmin's only space Mondays from 3:00-7:00pm. 
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Cover photo from the 1967 Dow Chemical riot is courtesy 
of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. 
WHi(X3) 51550 CF 6725 



Alternatives tc| CoreoljaEe mediji 

It is impossible to experience events first-hand that are taking place around 
the world. We need an intermediary source to connect us with important events 
happening in other places. Media should serve that function in a democratic society 
by informing the public with unbiased and uncensored information. But more often 
than not, the media has failed to fulfill this role. Instead of providing vital news that 
the public needs to be informed, mainstream newspapers, magazines and television 
stations have become dominated by corporate interests, broadcasting what sells ads 
and raises ratings. 

The media may not tell us what to think, but it does tell us what to think 
about. For instance, while the US government was bombing Iraq and dozens of 
countries around the world were embroiled in bloody civil wars, the mainstream media 
outlets' front page headlines covered almost nothing but the Clinton-Lewinsky affair! 

It is time to break the myth of the media as an uncensored and unbiased 
' information source and stop being the passive recipients of ad ratings. We can 
empower ourselves to take the media into our own hands and return it to what it is 
meant to be: a medium of open exchange of information in which the people decide 
what is vital to the discourse of their country. Media must be independent and freely 
accessible by all people in order for a true democracy to exist. 

Madison is home to a number of media outlets that put the idea and spirit of 
independent citizen controlled media into action. The campus radio station, WSUM, 
is a non-commercial station that provides students with a forum to create media. WSUM 
currently netcasts at <www.wsum.edu>. Non-commercial radio is not funded by 
corporate-sponsored ads. 

Another non-commercial media outlet in Madison is WORT 89.9 FM, the 
community radio station. The station is programmed entirely by volunteers from the 
community and maintains its independence through listener sponsorship. The mix of 
news, talk and music is diverse and eclectic. For example, WORT features the only 
volunteer produced local news show, "In Our Backyard," and feminist news show, 
"Her Turn." 

Madison is also home to the cable access television station WYOU channel 
4. WYOU is included in the cable service provided through the university dorms. It 
is also programmed entirely by volunteers and funded by the public. Both WORT and 
WYOU are excellent places for students and local community members to gain media 
experience. 

Finally, the Independent Media Center has just founded a Madison website at 
www.madison.indymedia.org. The Indy Media Center first came about during last 
November's WTO ministerial meetings in Seattle where it covered the protests and 
broadcast them to the world completely uncensored. It now has over twenty local 
sites from locations all over the world. 

As a resident of Madison, you are lucky enough to have access to a broad 
range of independent media sources. When searching for information that is truly 
uncensored and democratic, look to your local media outlets! 
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Another semester, another year. Another random pamphlet. You've 
probably recieved a multitude of glossy materials espousing the virtues of 
UW-Madison, and rightly so. This is a great school, with reknowned 
faculty, highly rated departments, championship sports teams, all for a 
relatively low price. But glossy pamphlets are just that: glossy. They put a 
sugar-coated sheen on all that is good and hide all that isn't. With all the 
high-reflective paper casting such a bright light, it's hard not to become 
blind to the many darker aspects of this university. But remember: the 
brighter the light, the darker the shadow that's cast. This is where we come 
in. We are attempting to illuminate some of those darker aspects. This is 
by no means a complete coverage of the university's and surrounding 
community's flaws. There's much that's said here, but there's much more 
for you to discover. There is one thing you won't find here, though. No 
gloss. No attempts to conceal or deceive. No attempts to blind. Just issues 
and perspectives we think are important. We won't say we're unbiased, but 
we can say we have no interest in deception. So we give this to you, that's 
all we can do. The rest is up to you. Enjoy your stay. 



jSl UUEN T F E^S&r FR^E-SPEE*CH 



The spring of 2000 saw a resounding victory for students' rights to free speech and 
self governance. After more than four years of litigation, the U.S. Supreme Court 
issued a unanimous decision overturning two lower court rulings in University of 
Wisconsin v. Southworth. The court solidly affirmed the rights of students to collect 
and distribute mandatory student fees to any and all campus groups. 



TROUBi-E iNFAKApiSt 




The saga began in 1995 when a U W law student named Scott Southworth, backed by 
the Alliance Defence Fund, an 
Arizona- based, conservative Christian law 
group, sued the UW System because he did 
not want his student fees paying for 
activities and groups with which he didn't 
agree. Groups such as the LGBT Campus 
Center, UW Greens, MEChA, and the 
Campus Women's Center were named as 
some of the "offending" organizations. 
Although it was veiled as a freedom of 
speech issue by the plaintiffs, closer exami- 
nation revealed it to be a very calculated 
attack by the Christian right on women's, 
student of color, and queer groups on 
campus. 

Lower and more conservative courts ruled in favor of Southworth and ADF, 
proposing such unfeasible solutions as check-off systems or line-drawing exercise 
between political/ideological organizations and so called "neutral" ones. The 
Supreme Court, however, recognized the dangerous precedent of allowing citizens to 
opt out of democratic institutions like student governance and struck down the lower 
rulings. 

The Court did say, however, that fees must be distributed in a "viewpoint neutral" 
manner. Both sides agreed to this stipulation at the beginning of the legal 
proceedings. The student governments in the UW System do distribute funds in this 
way— making grants to student organizations not based on ideology, but on the strength 
of the proposal and the way in which it will contribute to the educational mission of 
the university. Southworth & Co. are contesting this stipulation, trying to go back on 
their original agreement. At present, litigation continues. 

Student fee autonomy— the right of students to collect and distribute student fees 
democratically— is fundamental to student power. Through mandatory fees, students 
have the opportunity to shape the learning that takes place outside of the classroom 
walls. People like Scott Southworth would like to take this power away, to shut 
down the "sifting and winnowing of ideas" that enables students to form independent 
opinions and be exposed to a variety of viewpoints. Thankfully, at least for now, the 
Supreme Court has acknowledged and upheld this essential part of higher education. 



State Street will become more "mall-like" because of property value 
increases. Also, current inhabitants of State Street will be forced out 
because of increasing costs of rent. 

The residents of Madison will not stand for such a degradation of 
their community space. Members of the People's Arts District and other 
critics of the Overture Plan have proposed an alternative plan more in 
keeping with what will benefit the residents of the State Street area rather 
than what will draw more yuppies. This quote is taken directly from PAD's 
mission statement: "Any Madison arts district project should be created 
from the wisdom of the community and its people. It should reflect the 
Madison arts tradition of community integration while providing for the 
diversity that has been, and will always be Madison." PAD believes that 
the Overture Project must be immediately "democratized". The people 
must be given their rightful place at the table. For a city that has cloaked 
itself in a "progressive light", the Overture Project seems to represent a 
time when it was okay to "cut deals behind closed doors". That the money 
behind the project is private is immaterial. The Overture Foundation wants 

to construct a large, performing arts 
complex on a public site and then 
make it public by giving it to a public 
entity, the "local cultural arts district 
authority (CADA)" upon completion. 
This is not enough. It is a public 
project and public project standards 
must apply! 
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ENVIRONMENT ' 

216 N. Henry St. Madison. WI 53703 

(Just off State St., Behind the Civic Center) 

(608)251-4905 

MON, TUES, WED, FRI 10-7, 

THURS. 10-8 

SAT 10-6 SUN 12-5 



Check out the People's 
Arts District's website 

for more information on 
how to get involved. 

http://www.sit.wisc.edu/ 
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Local, non-performing artists, (e.g. sculptors, painters, textile 
artists, potters, film producers) will gain few significant spaces from the 
Overture Project ... and the ones they do gain will likely be expensive. 
Apparently no incubators, media centers, lofts, studios, etc. have been 
included in the current design. Additional gallery space is okay, but what 
local artists really need is low-cost, art creation space. The 
non-performing arts play an important role in strengthening the vitality 
and attractiveness of Madison's art scene and they have been ignored by 
Overture. 

Secondly, the Overture project has shown a lack of regard for 
Madison teenagers by forcing the relocation of the New Loft, a youth 
center which has had its home on the 
block for 13 years. The New Loft was 
given promises of $250,000 by the City 
and Overture for relocation expenses 
and then told to "fend for yourself. 
However, Steve Levine, New Loft 
Executive Director, said $2 million would 
be needed to build, operate, and endow 
the new facility (Isthmus, February 11, 
2000). 

Finally, the entire character of 
State Street will be altered by the proposed 
Arts District. There should be no question that a $100 million 
investment in a narrow, crowded corridor can result in significant changes, 
(e.g. increased rents, changing retail, loss of businesses, changing land 
use, more crowding). The State Street corridor is in the midst of an 
unprecedented building boom. Sixteen significant projects are being 
planned or actually built in the downtown area, and the vast majority of 
them are from the Capitol Square to the UW-campus (Wisconsin State 
Journal, April 16, 2000). One of these is Cliff Fischer's $67 million 
"Metropolitan Place" condominium project in the 300 Block of West 
Washington. As a result, it can be presumed that 40 to 50% and greater 
increases in property values will be common along much of State Street. 
The outcome of these property transactions will not be in keeping with 
the history and tradition of State Street. Few small, eclectic, funky stores 
can survive in this environment. 





f OHCft. T wf um fonTott IjHe Peoples Arttr^isfrTct 



You're at the UW and you look around and wonder just who keeps 
this place running? Or perhaps just why is my tuition so high when 
my lab equipment sucks? Well, like any major organization the 
UW-Madison and the UW system has a 
power structure. This power structure can 
be very complex (see previous page) or 
very simple (look below). Either way you 
look at it, you're at the bottom. The power 
structure of the University must change. 
It must become an institution that puts 
students, workers, and taxpayers first! 
By questioning the powers that be, and 
pressuring the status quo we can place 
ourselves in positions of power. We can move 
ourselves up the heirarchy of the system. Through a more demo- 
cratic Unversity system we can control the University. 

We are the University! 
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There is nowhere in the world quite like State Street. People from all 
over the world flock to State Street when visiting Madison to experience its 
unique stores, restaurants and coffee shops. The punks, street musicians and 
beggars that use State Street as their hang-out space are also a vital part of its 
culture. However, the eccentricities of State Street have been threatened over 
the past year with the prospect of becoming a gentrified strip-mall, just like 
those in Anytown, USA. If the opening of a Starbucks and a Gap wasn't 
enough, the proposition of building an Arts District on the 200 block of State 
Street is the most recent challenge to our community. 

It all began in late 1996, when the Overture Foundation was created to 
develop State Street's art community, particularly around the Madison Civic 
Center. In July 1998, the Overture Foundation announced the first installment 
of what turned out to be a $100 million contribution from a single individual, 
Jerome Frautschi. By its size alone, this contribution would substantially 
alter Madison forever. Subsequent discussions and decisions would leave 
Overture to conclude that the entirety of Block 65 (the Civic Center block) 
would be recommended for a significant performing arts complex. The 
entire block, owned by the taxpayers of Madison, was virtually handed over 
to private ownership without the consent of the people of Madison! This 

block has been home to many private businesses such 
as Dotty Dumpling's Dowry, Miller's Eats and 
Treats, Yost-Kessenich for decades. In the name of 
the Arts District, these businesses were forced out 
through condemnation proceedings and their 
property bought out from underneath them. 

While it may seem like building an arts district 
would help sustain Madison's arts community, there 
are a number of concerns which have been brought 
up by critics of the plan in an organization called 
the People's Arts District (PAD). First of all, from 
its inception, it has been clear that the Overture 
Foundation was primarily interested in creating a 
performing arts complex. Hence it is a complete 
misrepresentation to consider the Overture Project as an inclusive "arts 
district" representing the full range of arts found in the Madison area. 
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